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ceiving iariy other injuries from the natives, who, finding
the danger to which they exposed themselves by open
hostilities, and, not being able any more to surprise the
vigilance of Drake, preferred their safety to revenge.

But Drake had other enemies to conquer or escape
far more formidable than these barbarians, and insidious
practices to obviate, more artful and dangerous than the
ambushes of the Indians; for in this place was laid open
a design formed by one of the gentlemen of the fleet, not
only to defeat the voyage, but to murder the general.

This transaction is related in so obscure and confused a
manner, that it is difficult to form any judgment upon it.
The writer trho gives the largest account of it, has sup-
pressed the name of the criminal, which we learn, from a
more succinct narrative, published: in a collection of travels
near that time, to have been Thomas Doughtie. What
were his inducements to attempt the destruction of his;
leader, and the ruin of the expedition, or what were his
views, if his design had succeeded, what measures he had
hitherto taken, whom he had endeavoured to corrupt, with
what arts, or what success, we are nowhere told.

The plot, as the narrative assures us, was laid before
their departure from England, and discovered, in its whole
extent, to Drake himself, in his garden at Plymouth, who,
nevertheless, not only entertained the person so accused,
as one of his company, but this writer very particularly
relates, treated him with remarkable kindness and regard,
setting him always at his own table, and lodged him hi the
same cabin with himself. Nor did ever he discover the
least suspicion of his intentions, till they arrived at this
place, but appeared, by the authority with which he in-
vested him, to consider him, as one *to whonj, in his ab-
sence, he could most securely intrust the direction of his
affairs. At length, in this remote corner of the world; he
found out a. design formed against his life, called together
all his officers, laid before them the evidence on which
he grounded the accusation, and summoned the criminal,
who, full of all the horrours of guilt, and confounded at so